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1. R&I 
programme

2. Living labs and 
lighthouses

3. Soil 
monitoring

4. Soil literacy, 
communication 

citizen 
engagement

Co-implementation of 
mission by: researchers, 
land managers, regions, 
businesses, policy 
makers, citizens and 
international partners

Knowledge, data, 
technologies and  
infrastructures to 
support practices and 
business models for 
soil health

A comprehensive 
network of real-life 
sites for co-creating, 
testing, 
demonstrating  and 
upscaling of solutions

Harmonization of soil 
health monitoring 
and reporting across 
Europe; contribution 
to European Soil 
Observatory 

Communication,  
training and 
advise targeted to 
different target 
groups; specialised 
“soil advisors” 

Activities under the four building blocks to 
address soil health and the drivers of soil health

How will the Mission be implemented?



Budget of Mission Soil WP

Total Budget
Total: 781 M€
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Mission A Soil deal for Europe
Data Overview: 2021-2024

63 project 
funded

1374 
particpants 

funded

469,3 mln € 
EU funding 
contribution

EU Contribution 
Project 
fundedCall

4.990.228 € 1HORIZON-MISS-2021-SOIL-01
58.392.870 € 10HORIZON-MISS-2021-SOIL-02
96.779.590 € 17HORIZON-MISS-2022-SOIL-01
14.998.925 € 1HORIZON-MISS-2023-CLIMA-OCEAN-SOIL-01
15.996.808 € 2HORIZON-MISS-2023-OCEAN-SOIL-01

139.862.816 € 18HORIZON-MISS-2023-SOIL-01
3.200.000 € 1HORIZON-MISS-2023-SOIL-SGA-01

135.054.514 € 13HORIZON-MISS-2024-SOIL-01

First 25 Living Labs (+20 in 2025) 
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Spain Italy France Germany Greece Netherlands
2024 26 34 23 36 19 20
2023 90 68 51 38 56 33
2022 43 33 29 24 19 20
2021 36 23 14 18 5 20
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 Spain  Germany  Italy  France  Netherlands  Belgium
2024 11,232,413 € 17,030,089 € 9,900,138 € 8,580,462 € 12,708,947 € 12,924,835 € 
2023 29,801,075 € 14,864,703 € 18,970,083 € 21,806,084 € 14,703,244 € 8,613,600 € 
2022 15,220,129 € 8,586,466 € 10,661,397 € 10,752,597 € 8,086,353 € 9,032,172 € 
2021 10,326,253 € 7,648,887 € 7,301,522 € 3,524,998 € 7,956,183 € 3,755,238 € 
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Focus areas for WP26-27

311

• More innovation, higher TRLs

• Diversification of the Mission portfolio: collaboration with 
other initiatives and programmes

• Filling remaining gaps: link between human and soil health

• Deploying the Mission business dimension on the ground

Budget for WP26-27:

~111.5 M€ (2026)
~113 M€ (2027)

DRAFT WP 2026/27 on:
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/home?lang=en
https://horizoneurope.apre.it/horizon-europe-disponibili-le-bozze-del-work-
programme-2026-2027/



1111

Nr. of 
projects

Budget
(m€)ToAInitial draft topics for WP26Nr.

224RIALiving labs to enhance soil health in Alpine and Atlantic biogeographical regions (2-stage)1.

224RIALiving labs to enhance soil health in managed forests and in natural/semi-natural lands2.

13CSAEnabling user-centred and open innovation initiatives to enhance soil health in Ukraine3.

15CSA
Monitoring soil health in practice: equipping stakeholders to sample, analyse, and interpret
soil health indicators

4.

212IA
Boosting EU competitiveness: advancing food system transformation through innovative 
soil health solutions

5.

213RIAAntimicrobial resistance and antibiotic biosynthesis in soils – a One-Health perspective6.

27RIALong-term perspectives for soil health7.

Full draft WP26

Nr. of
projects

Budget
(m€)ToAOther actions for WP26Nr.

12-Administrative Agreement for technical and scientific services by the Joint Research Centre1.
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Nr. of 
projects

Budget
(m€)ToAInitial draft topics for WP27Nr.

224RIA
Living labs to enhance soil health in Continental, Black Sea, Pannonian and Steppic
biogeographical regions (two stage)

1.

224RIACo-creating solutions to reduce eutrophication in Living Labs2.

212RIAParticipatory research on polluted or potentially polluted sites3.

212IA
Innovative microbial and bio-based fertilizers products to improve soil health, crop 
productivity and decontaminate polluted soils

4.

210IAAgroforestry for soil health at landscape leve5.

215IA
Joint topic NEB-SOIL-01: Reducing soil sealing through sustainable urban design in the New 
European Bauhaus

6.

224RIA
SOIL-CANCER: Living labs to monitor and mitigate carcinogenic substances in and 
originating from soils: Evaluating their effects on human cancer risks

7.

Full draft WP27

Nr. of 
projects

Budget
(m€)

ToAOther actions for WP27Nr.

15SGASupport Structure (SOILL) third and last Specific Grant Agreement1.

12IBFinancial advisory services and technical assistance to Mission Soil2.



Mission clusters
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• Ensure that projects funded under the Mission Soil, but not only, regularly exchange on specific topics, develop 
timely
and concrete actions for cooperation and maximise the synergies and avoid duplications.

• Three ongoing clusters (started in 2024)

- Data and knowledge management

- Soil indicators and monitoring

- Communication and stakeholder engagement

• Two new cluster about to start in 2025    

- Business models and investments

- Soil pollution

• Governance

- Strategic guidance and link with the broader Commission landscape: DG AGRI, JRC, REA

- Facilitator: Mission Soil Platform

- Advisors: relevant Mission projects

• Open to other relevant projects

• Factsheets with basic information, activities and resources coming soon



Synergies between living labs and CAP operational 
groups working on soil health
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• Note ‘Exploring potential synergies between Horizon Europe and the CAP on living labs and 
lighthouses applied to agriculture’

• Four sections
1. Living Labs (LLs) concept, definition and use in different research programmes

2. Relationship between LLs and other instruments using the Multi-Actor Approach (MAA) such 
as the EIP-AGRI Operational Groups (OGs)

3. Lessons learned so far: current challenges and opportunities of LLs and OGs
4. The way forward
• Improving the uptake of the LL results on the ground by newly formed OGs
• Encouraging LL to consider OGs' challenges and involve OG partners
• Supporting Members States to network for innovation between HE and CAP projects
• Demonstrating solutions in farms: becoming part of a network of LHs

• Mirror groups can play an important role on this!!


