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The well-being of at least 3.2 billion people worldwide is affected 
by soil and land degradation processes.



Despite the SDGs, for the fourth year in a 
row, there has been a rise in the world 
hunger, reaching levels from a decade 

ago.

In 2021, around 2.3 billion people were moderately or severely food 
insecure.

…Projections show that 8 percent of the world population will still be facing hunger in 
2030.



95 % of our food 
comes from soils

99 % of calories and 93 % of protein 
come from plants and animals that 

depend, directly or indirectly, on soils!





Contaminant transfer into the terrestrial food web from the soil to plants, which are ingested 
by wildlife, livestock and humans, or from the soil to invertebrates, ingested by birds and 

poultry and ultimately transferred to humans.





Soil degradation has negative impacts on the provission of ecosystem
services but also contributes with GHG emissions (CO2, N2O y CH4)

Gt = gigatonne = 1015 g C = billion tonnes

Agriculture/AFOLU: 30% of total global 
emmisions



Gt = gigatonne = 1015 g C = 
billion tonnes

It is estimated that the global biophysical potential of SOC sequestration 
is between 0.14-0.56 gigatonnes of carbon (GtC) (equivalent to 140–560 
Mt C) per year. 

The GSOCseq map shows that the global adoption of SSM practices could 
potentially lead to a yearly mitigation of 8.6 - 33.8 per cent of GHG 
agricultural emissions. According to the IPCC, a better management of soils 
can offset 5–20 percent of current global GHG emissions.







Towards 2050: population growth will
be accompanied by unprecedented

rates of urbanization and demand of 
increased ecosystem services. This will
put further pressure on soil resources



Over 90 percent of 
soils could become 
degraded by 2050 if 

business as usual 
continues and no 

measures are 
adopted



Soil before 2012
❖ A void on soil governance at global level

❖ Soil investment far too low

❖ Soil degradation, a continuous serious threat

❖ Outdated soil information at global and regional levels

❖ Weakening of national soil institutions

❖ Soils without a voice in the global agenda



‘Without healthy soils, life on earth would be unsustainable’

Former UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon
World Soil Day 2014

“Because it is everywhere, we tend to overlook the fact that soil is a limited 
natural resource”. 

It can take up to 1000 years to 
produce just 2-3 cm of soil



In 2012 that the GSP 
was established as a 
mechanism to 
develop a single, 
strong voice on soil 
issues and improve 
collaboration 
between all 
stakeholders. 

Over the years, the 
GSP was successful in 
triggering actions by 
countries and 
multiple stakeholders 
and to place soil on 
the global Agenda









Thank you!
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